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1 . IN VIEW OF CONTINUATION UNTIL APRIL 28 OF COURT CASE OF 
IGNACIO JAVIER IRIBERRI, PANAMANIAN CITIZEN CHARGED WITH 
DISTURBING THE PEACE AT ENTRANCE OF FORT CLAYTON, 

AMBASSADOR HAS ISSUED FOLLOWING STATEMENT: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: ON APRIL 12, 1 WAS ASKED BY FOREIGN MINISTER 

NICOLAS GONZALEZ-REVILLA TO INVESTIGATE AN INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED 
ON FRIENDSHIP ROAD AT THE ENTRANCE TO FORT CLAYTON ON SATURDAY 
APRIL 9. THE INCIDENT CONCERNED THE REFUSAL BY U.S. MILITARY 
POLICEMEN TO ALLOW ENTRANCE INTO THE FORT CLAYTON MILITARY BASE 
AREA BY A PANAMANIAN CITIZEN, IGNACIO JAVIER IRIBERRI, AND 
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY. THE INCIDENT RESULTED IN CHARGES OF 
DISTURBING THE PEACE BEING REGISTERED AGAINST MR. IRIBERRI. 

3. BECAUSE THIS MATTER IS PENDING BEFORE THE COURTS, I HAVE NOT 
WISHED, NOR DO I WISH NOW, TO GET INTO A DETAILED RECOUNTING 
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OF THE EVENTS OF THIS INCIDENT ON A MINUTE-BY-MINUTE BASIS. THAT 
RECOUNTING SHOULD PROPERLY BE LEFT TO THE JUDICIAL HEARING WHICH 
I UNDERSTAND IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 28. HOWEVER, BECAUSE 
OF THE HIGHLY EMOTIONAL AND OCCASIONALLY DISTORTED MANNER IN 
WHICH THIS AFFAIR HAS BEEN DEALT WITH IN SOME CIRCLES, I 
CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT THAT OUR PANAMANIAN FRIENDS BE AWARE OF 
CERTAIN FACTS. 
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4. FIRST, AS WE ALL KNOW, THOUSANDS OF PANAMANIAN CITIZENS 
FREELY ENTER INTO AND DEPART FROM THE CANAL ZONE EVERY WEEK 
WITHOUT INCIDENT. ON THE DAY IN QUESTION, I.E., APRIL 9, MORE 
THAN 180 PANAMANIANS ENTERED THE FORT CLAYTON AREA ALONG THE 
SAME ROAD AND THROUGH THE SAME GUARD POST AS THAT INVOLVED IN 
THIS INCIDENT WITH NO TROUBLE WHATSOEVER. 

5. AS WE ALL KNOWN TOO, IT IS STANDARD PROCEDURE IN MILITARY 

BASE AREAS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOR PERSONS DESIRING ADMITTANCE 
TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES AND PROVIDE, IF ASKED, THEIR DESTINATION 
AND THE PURPOSE OF THEIR VISIT. THE REPORTS OF THE INCIDENT 
IN QUESTION MAKE IT CLEAR THAT MR. IRIBERRI REFUSED TO PROVIDE 
THE MILITARY POLICE WITH ANY IDENTIFICATION, THOUGH HE IS 
REQUIRED BY PANAMANIAN LAW TO CARRY SUCH IDENTIFICATION. IT 
ALSO APPEARS THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY ADRESS OF LOCALE 
TO WHICH HE SOUGHT ASSESS. THE DETAILS OF ENSUING EVENTS 
SHOULD PROPERLY COME FROM THOSE WHO WITNESSED THOSE EVENTS. 

I ASSUME THIS WILL BE DONE IN FUTURE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 

6. IT IS MY SINCERE WISH THAT INCIDENTS OF THIS KIND BE AVOIDED. 

THE FACT THAT SO MANY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE ENTER AND DEPART FROM 
THE AREAS IN QUESTION WITHOUT ANY DIFFICULTIES TELLS ME THAT 
THESE AFFAIRS ARE COMPLETELY AVOIDABLE IF WE ALL ABIDE BY 
EXISTING REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES. 

7. FINALLY, LET ME SAY THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES, PANAMA AND THE 
UNITED STATES, HAVE IMPORTANT BUSINESS TO CONDUCT. WE ARE WELL 
ALONG THE WAY TO NEW ARRANGEMENTS THAT WILL GREATLY BENEFIT OUR 
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RELATIONS. I HOPE THAT SIMILAR INCIDENTS CAN BE AVOIDED, BUT WE 
ARE, AFTER ALL, DEALING WITH FALLIBLE HUMAN BEINGS. THERE MAY BE 
OCCASIONAL LAPSES. LET US NOT PERMIT SUCH LAPSES TO BE 
CONVERTED INTO MATTERS OF EMOTIONAL CONFRONTATION THAT CAN ONLY 
OBSCURE THE LARGER AND VASTLY MORE IMPORTANT COMMON INTERESTS 
OF OUR PEOPLES. END TEXT. 
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